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STATE  OF  TENNESSEE, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Nashville,  September  10,  1909. 
To  School  Officials  and  Teachers: 

This  office  has  prepared  a booklet  containing-  a larg-e  list  of  library 
books,  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  in  accordance 
with  Section  6,  Chapter  264,  of  the  Acts  of  1909.  The  success  or  fail- 
ure of  the  library  movement  depends  upon  the  cooperation  of  school 
officials  and  teachers.  There  is  no  community  so  poor  that  it  is 
not  able  to  assist  in  establishing  and  maintaining  a school  library. 
In  fact,  the  poorer  the  community,  the  greater  the  necessity  for  a 
public  library.  In  homes  of  wealth  a fairly  large  list  of  books  suit- 
able to  the  wants  of  the  child  may  be  found,  but  in  the  homes  of  the 
poor  the  list  is  very  limited ; hence  it  is  the  function  of  the  school 
library  to  furnish  alike  books  to  children,  regardless  of  the  reading 
material  that  may  be  found  in  the  home.  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  referred  to  above  there  will  be  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000)  a year  furnished  by  the  State  to  assist  in  establishing 
public-school  libraries.  Whether  that  amount  is  used  or  not  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  school  officials  and  teachers.  The  State  will 
give  one-half  as  much  for  the  library  as  the  community  will  raise. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  entire  amount  appropriated  by  the  State  will 
be  taken  up  for  library  use  during  the  year.  I most  earnestly  urge 
the  hearty  support  of  all  school  people  in  the  promotion  of  library 
work  in  the  public  schools  of  Tennessee. 

Sincerely  yours, 

R.  L.  JONES, 
State  Superintendent. 


PUBLIC-SCHOOL  LIBRARY  LAW. 

Section  6,  Chapter  264,  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  provides : 

“ That  one  per  cent  of  the  General  Education  Fund  provided  by 
this  Act  shalf  be  used  to  encourage  and  assist  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  libraries  in  the  public  schools  as  herein  pro- 
vided. 

“ Whenever  the  patrons  and  friends  of  any  public  school  in  any 
county  of  the  State  shall  raise  by  private  subscription  or  otherwise 
and  tender  to  the  County  Trustee,  through  the  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  ($20)  or 
more  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a library  for  that 
school,  said  County  Superintendent  shall  notify  the  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  and,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  shall  pay  to  the  Trustee  of  said  county,  out  of  the  fund 
herein  provided,  a sum  equal  to  half  that  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
tion or  otherwise,  to  be  added  to  the  library  fund  of  said  school; 
and  whenever  ten  dollars  ($10)  or  more  shall  be  raised  by  private 
subscription  or  otherwise  to  supplement  a library  already  estab- 
lished under  the  provisions  of  this  section  of  this  Act,  said  library 
\(^-fnay  in  like  manner  receive  from  the  fund  herein  provided  a sum 
equal  to  half  the  sum  so  raised. 

> .< Provided , that  no  school  shall  receive  in  any  one  year  from  this 

fund  more  than  twenty  dollars  ($20)  for  the  establishment  of  a new 
T library,  or  more  than  ten  dollars  ($10)  to  assist  in  supplementing  a 
library  already  established. 

“Provided,  further,  that  in  distributing  the  funds  under  the  pro- 
* visions  of  this  section  of  this  Act  preference  shall  be  given  to  ap- 
^ plications  coming  from  counties  which  have  not  previously  received 
their  proportionate  part  of  this  fund  according  to  scholastic  popu- 
- lation. 

I £ “And,  provided,  further,  that  preference  shall  be  given  to  appli- 
J ^ cations  for  assistance  to  establish  new  libraries  rather  than  applica- 
tions to  assist  in  supplementing  libraries  already  established. 

If  “ It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  to  make 
^ and  cause  to  be  published  through  the  office  of  the  State  Superm- 
en tendent  of  Public  Instruction  rules  and  regulations  for  libraries 
established  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  of  this  Act,  issue 
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approved  lists  of  books  from  which  purchases  for  said  libraries  may 
be  made  with  money  received  from  the  State  as  herein  provided, 
and  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  such  books  at  the  lowest  possible 
prices.  All  libraries  receiving  assistance  from  this  fund  shall  com- 
ply with  all  the  regulations  made  by  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
as  herein  provided.  All  money  received  from  the  State  to  assist  in 
establishing  or  supplementing  a library  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  used  to  purchase  books  on  the  approved  lists  afore- 
said, and  no  books  shall  be  purchased  at  a higher  price  than  the 
price  in  said  approved  lists.  All  purchases  of  books  shall  be  re- 
ported to  the  County  Superintendent,  and  a list  of  the  same  shall 
be  attached  to  the  warrant  issued  in  payment  of  the  same;  and  no 
commission  shall  be  allowed  the  County  Trustee  on  library  funds. 

“ One-fifth  of  the  amount  accruing  annually  for  school  libraries 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  may  be  used  for  the  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  circulating  libraries  for  the  public  schools  of  the 
State  under  the  joint  direction  of  the  State  Library  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction.” 

NOTES. 

1.  The  law  contemplates  that  each  rural  school  in  the  State  shall 
ultimately  have  a public-school  library,  but  the  framers  of  the  law 
very  wisely  placed  a proviso  that  every  community  must  do  some- 
thing for  itself  before  the  State  will  make  any  appropriation  for  a 
library.  This  proviso  is  both  wise  and  just,  for  the  community 
that  will  not  do  something  toward  securing  a library  would  neither 
appreciate  nor  use  one  if  provided  wholly  by  the  State. 

2.  The  community  must  raise  as  much  as  $20  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a new  library,  or  as  much  as  $10  for  the 
purpose  of  supplementing  a library  already  established,  before  the 
State  will  give  aid ; but  the  State  will  give  one-half  as  much  as  the 
community;  provided,  that  no  one  school  shall  receive  more  than 
$20  in  a single  year  for  the  establishment  of  a new  library,  or  $10 
for  supplementing  aMibrary  already  established. 

3.  Whenever  the  community  or  any  public-spirited  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  community  will  give  as  much  as  $20  to  a new  library, 
or  $10  to  supplement  a library  already  established,  this  amount 
shall  be  turned  over  to  the  County  Superintendent,  who  will  place 
the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  to  the  credit  of  the  school. 
The  County  Superintendent  will  then  notify  the  State  Superintend- 
ent that  a certain  school  in  his  county  has  raised  so  much  money 
for  a school  library,  and  that  he  has  deposited  the  same  with  the 


County  Trustee ; whereupon  the  State  Superintendent  shall  issue  a 
certificate  upon  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  pay  to 
the  Trustee  of  the  county,  out  of  the  State  Library  Fund,  a sum 
equal  to  half  that  raised  by  private  subscription  or  otherwise;  pro- 
vided, as  stated  above,  that  no  one  county  in  any  one  year  shall 
receive  more  than  $20  for  the  establishment  of  a new  library  nor 
more  than  $10  to  assist  in  supplementing  a library  already  estab- 
lished. 

4.  All  libraries  receiving  assistance  from  the  fund  provided  by 
the  State  must  select  books  from  the  within  approved  list  pre- 
pared by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  All  purchases  of  books 
shall  be  reported  to  the  County  Superintendent,  and  a list  of  the 
same  shall  be  attached  to  the  warrant  drawn  by  him  upon  the 
County  Trustee  for  the  entire  library  fund  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  school. 

Your  County  Superintendent  will  furnish  blanks  for  ordering 
library  books,  and  also  a list  of  approved  books,  on  application ; and 
it  will  expedite  matters  if  the  teacher  or  party  selected  by  the  local 
community  to  order  the  books  will  give  to  the  County  Superin- 
tendent a duplicate  order  of  the  library  books  at  the  time  they  de- 
posit with  him  the  amount  the  community  has  raised  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  to  the  credit  of  their  school. 

THE  VALUE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

It  is  a recognized  fact  that  at  certain  periods  of  a child’s  life  cer- 
tain phases  of  literature  appeal  to  it.  If  the  kind  of  literature  that 
appeals  to  the  child  is  placed  in  his  hands,  he  will  read  it,  because 
it  feeds  his  hungering  soul.  By  furnishing  the  proper  reading  mat- 
ter to  the  young,  the  reading  habit  is  thus  early  and  permanently 
fixed,  and  a taste  for  good,  wholesome  literature  is  formed. 

The  library,  if  properly  used,  will  exert  a wholesome  influence 
in  the  home.  The  parent  and  other  members  of  the  family  will 
often  read  the  books  with  interest  and  profit. 

The  reading,  if  properly  directed  by  the  teacher,  will  also  help 
the  pupil  with  his  regular  studies.  If  all  the  children  are  to  be 
supplied  with  good  literature,  the  school  should  be  the  distributing 
point  for  all  the  best  books  published. 


HOW  COMMUNITIES  MAY  RAISE  THE  LIBRARY  FUND. 

1.  By  local  subscription.  Almost  every  one  is  willing  to  con- 
tribute something  for  a library  in  which  the  whole  community  is 
permitted  to  share,  if  the  matter  is  only  properly  presented. 

2.  By  explaining  to  the  people  the  operation  of  the  library  law, 
showing  that  the  State  will  help  those  who  are  willing  to  help  them- 
selves. 

3.  By  entertainments  given  by  the  pupils.  (Have  the  pupils 
sell  the  tickets  before  the  evening  of  the  entertainment.) 

4.  By  giving  ice-cream  festivals,  box  suppers,  etc.,  and  turning 
the  proceeds  into  the  library  fund. 

5.  By  leading  the  community  to  see  the  value  of  a library. 

6.  By  having  a “ book  reception  day  ” set  apart  one  evening  for 
receiving  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  school.  Let  the  school 
serve  tea  and  the  invited  friends  contribute  a library  book  selected 
from  the  approved  list. 

THE  USE  OF  TrfE  LIBRARY. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  use  the  library  intelligently  than  it  is  to 
raise  the  money  with  which  to  purchase  the  books. 

1.  The  teacher  should  know  both  the  book  and  the  child  in  order 
to  direct  the  reading  intelligently. 

2.  Never  command  that  a certain  book  should  be  read,  but  rather 
tell  a story  found  in  the  book  or  in  some  artful  way  arouse  the 
pupil’s  interest  to  where  he  will  voluntarily  read. 

3.  If  a pupil  reads  a book  of  his  own  volition,  you  may  rest  as- 
sured he  understands  in  a measure  its  contents  and  is  interested  in 
it.  Therefore,  it  is  well  not  to  be  too  strict  in  confining  pupils  to 
reading  books*supposed  to  be  suited  only  for  a certain  grade. 

4.  Promote  among  the  pupils  a discussion  of  the  relative  merits 
of  the  books  they  have  read.  Quite  often  pupils  are  influenced 
more  by  the  opinion  of  their  fellows  than  by  the  opinion  of  their 
teacher. 

5.  Ask  the  pupil  questions  about  the  contents  of  the  book  read, 
and  ascertain  his  point  of  view  in  determining  its  value. 

6.  With  pupils  in  the  higher  grade,  suggest  parallel  reading  that 
bears  directly  on  their  class  work. 

7.  Do  not  permit  the  book  to  lie  idly  on  the  shelf.  If  good  books 
are  worn  out  by  careful  use,  they  have  served  their  purpose  well. 


8.  For  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  books,  the  local 
Board  of  Education  should  purchase  out  of  the  school  fund  a good, 
durable  bookcase. 

Poole  & Isley,  16  Trinity  Avenue,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  submitted  the 
lowest  bid  for  furnishing  the  library  books.  Address  all  orders  to 

them. 


...  > 


